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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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      �A renewed mind not only thinks different thoughts but thinks from God's perspective.  Society always   made it hard for us to view things from God’s perspectives but this should not cripple us from subjecting our mind and body to God’s ways. Repentance releases us from carnal thinking. To repent is not just to be sorry for our sins, but to change our mindsets to agree with God.  God’s reason for having a new mind is so that we will be able to discern, approve, embrace, and follow the will of God. Remember that there is an intense warfare in our minds, to come into agreement with either God or the Devil.  We can only make the best choices if we subject our thoughts to the Bible.  Jesus’ words in Matthew 12:33 carries weight on our faith.  He said “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.”  Your understanding of the Lord through the Bible will determine your faith in Him.�    Therefore, pray that the Spirit of Christ would make you so new that you will be transformed in the faith.





		Collins Boakye





Editor’s note: 


Just before Collins left for duty, he sent me this article with the remarks “Mr. Joe, editing welcomed”.  None was needed, however, for this article to get its message across.  Thanks Collins, you are a special young man.  (JP)


______________________


for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 


(Matt 7:8)











A parable is a commonly recognizable verbal comparison from every day life creating word pictures in the mind.  An example is thrown down alongside a spiritual truth to illustrate it.  A parable thus sets forth a lesson or conveys a message.  Sometimes brief parables appear as proverbs.  These are obvious statements of truth generally accepted by everyone.  They may have many applications to a wide variety of situations.


Blind Guides Leading Blind People


      Can the blind lead the blind?  Some religious leaders or guides are spiritually ignorant themselves.  They are self-deceived and hypocritical.  They may have the appearance of special understanding or sanctimonious living but they are blinded by their own pride.  They claim to be able to show the way to truth and righteousness; but they are deluded.  They are as blinded to truth as the other poor souls they think are in error because they cannot see without them.


     Anyone might assume such a position of spiritual leadership; in his home, among friends, in a church, among a larger group of disciples.  Jesus’ followers must be careful and introspective.  They must be consistent, humble, and personally virtuous in both judging others and leading others.  They, themselves, must be led by Christ and Him alone.  Otherwise, they are as sightless (or more so) as those they lead.


     Jesus later applied this parable to the Pharisees (Matt. 15:14).  Some were offended at His saying, “Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man.”  As a result, He asserted that they were plants which His father 


had not planted and which would be rooted up (Matt. 15:10-20).  On another 








technology have brought massive learning opportunities in addition to oral instruction.  In earlier times, pupils gathered most of their earlier times, pupils gathered most of their academic information from teachers who were recognized as scholarly authorities.  Insofar as they grasped his words, they rose to his level.  They could hardly surpass his level, however, because he was the source of their knowledge.


    If a disciple without understanding (blind) follows a teacher without understanding, he not only will be stunted in his growth but he will never rise above the deficiencies of his teacher.  Jesus wants us to ascend to higher wisdom.  When Jesus said that the servant is not greater than his lord, He emphasized that we ought to imitate Him in all things and not fear those who oppose us (Matt. 10:24); that we should follow His supreme example of service (John 13:16); and that we will be persecuted as He was persecuted (John 15:20).  He is stressing that we will be like Him if we learn from Him and become spiritually complete in Him:  everyone that is perfect shall be as his master.  Matthew followed his statement with the words, “It is enough for the disciple that he be as his Master, and the servant as his lord” (Matt. 10:25).


     A disciple is a follower.  He is more than a student.  A political science student might learn about Adolph Hitler or Karl Marx but not be a follower.  The disciple adopts the teaching of the professor as his own.  He does not rise above the teacher because what he has become is what the teacher is.  He has admired the teacher and decided to imitate him.  We are to become like Jesus.  We will not, however, rise above Him





					





Spiritual Vision


By Colly Caldwell








occasion, He called the scribes and Pharisees “blind guides” because they said, “Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor.”  He went on to say, “Ye fools and blind, for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sancifieth the gold” (Matt. 23:16-17).  Paul also soundly criticized the inexcusable Jew who was so confident that he was a “guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness” who only had the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law.”  He said that man should teach himself.  The man who made his boast of the law but through breaking the law dishonored God was hypocritical and caused the name of God to be blasphemed (Rom. 2:19-29).  


 Shall they not both fall into the ditch (pit)?  In their hypocritical, harsh and unfair judgment, they would condemn themselves; i.e., they would fall into the same pit… a dangerous situation… a deep hole, an open ditch, perhaps a rocky pit which had been dug out and left unguarded.


     Since guides who lack understanding can lead others into a pit, it is important for pupils to choose their instructors wisely.  In the spiritual realm, we must be careful who we follow.  We will become like the teacher we learn from.


     The disciple is not above his master (teacher).  A comparable collimate is added by Matthew:  “the servant (is not) above his lord” (Matt. 10:24; see also John 13:16; 15:20).  John adds a third comparison, “he that is sent (is not) greater than he that sent him” (John 13:16).  


     While we appreciate the learning we receive from academic professors, we are not as dependent upon personal communication with teachers as the ancients.  The printing press, computerized communication, and other information 











HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MIND?�“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” -  (Romans 12:1-2)





When I became a Christian on September, 2nd   2002, there were only a few things I knew about God’s word: “Jesus Christ is the son of God”, “He came and died for my sins”, and “not forsaking the assembling of the brethren”. My knowledge in the scriptures was little and my thinking was that Christians must learn to be “theologians”.  However, the apostle Paul encourages us to turn our theology into “walkology”. The Bible’s way of preaching holiness begins by reminding Christians who they are, what they are, and what they have. Who are we? Our only source of understanding God and knowing who we are is through faith in His words, the Bible.�Because of this, when we become Christians, God expects us to lose our minds to the former things we practice and believe in. As I write today, there are more people who claimed to be Christians but they still have ties with their old beliefs.	I mean their understanding of the faith is subjected to human thinking.  The Bible teaches us to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind”; this clearly teaches us that we cannot be transformed unless we renew our minds in the word of God.	
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack


recovering from shoulder surgery. Joyce has 


back problems


Elaine Clem now at home recovering from 


knee surgery 


Mrs. Alice Frasier in assisted living. 


Chris Jackson; David Nash; 


 


Bro. Sewell Hall fell on Friday, broke his right 


arm is in St Joseph for surgery  next week.





A special remembrance of Collins Boayke as


he goes off to military service. Keep him in your


 prayers;


Congregations to Ryan and Amanda Pink on the


 birth of  Sawyer, all are well.





Expecting mothers: Jessica Jackson; Alex 


Bowman; Anna Tramell;


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Dion Clark


 Song Leader----Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Patrick Miles


   Asst. 1-----Donnie Gilbert 


   Asst. 2-----Ryan Pink


   Asst. 3-----Zach Adams


   Asst. 4-----Justin Douthitt


   Asst. 5-----Chase Shaffer 


2nd Prayer---Randal Rogers


Read Scripture---Larry Coots 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Jack Green 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Justin Douthitt


Song Leader---Dion Clark


2nd Prayer---Drew Bowman


Read Scripture---Randall Rogers


Sermon----Ken Gay/Zach Adams


Lord's Supper---Patrick Miles


Announcements—Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Sterling Borders


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Sam Adams Sr.


 Invitation---Clay Bowman


 Closing Prayer---Zach Rogers





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














